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Gone, but not forgotten: American Red Cross of WNY to honor
unclmmed WWI veferans with Wreuths Across Amerlcu dedication

SUBMITTED BY
THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

At noon on Saturday, Dec. 18,
members of the American Red
Cross of Western New York Ser-
vice to the Armed Forces Com-
mittee will participate in their
first national Wreaths Across
America dedication at Riverdale
Cemetery in Lewiston.

For Lisa Taibi, regional pro-
gram manager of Services to the
Armed Forces (SAF) and Interna-
tional Services for the American
Red Cross Western New York Re-
gion, it was an ironic intersection
of personal and professional life
that has provided an opportunity
for the Red Cross community to
honor dozens of World War I vet-
erans who had gone unclaimed
by family at their time of death.

The genesis of the recognition
of veterans interred at Riverdale
can be attributed to a huge co-
incidence. A resident of Niaga-
ra Falls, Taibi was visiting the
graves of family members buried
at Riverdale several years ago
when she noticed a large monu-
ment just a stone’s throw away.
Investigating for the first time,
she was surprised to see that
it was an American Red Cross
monument, along with dozens of
grave markers.

“I have family buried in River-
dale Cemetery, so I'm in the cem-
etery often,” Taibi said. “I walk
around and look at stones not
far from my family’s stones, and
I came across this big Red Cross
monument. This was when I actu-
ally worked for the Niagara Falls
chapter of the American Red
Cross. I remember going back,
taking a picture of it, going back
to my executive director at the
time, saying, ‘Hey, what is this all
about?””

Neither she nor the executive
director chapter were able to find
any information about the monu-
ment, which dated to the early
1900s. Taibi tabled her interest
for a while to focus on the de-
mands of her SAF duties. It was
not until last spring, when the pe-
riod of isolation due to COVID-19
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got her thinking about how to en-
gage her board and volunteers in
a community-based project, that
she took action.

“We hadn’t been able to do a
lot of in-person things, so I was
thinking about what we could do
that would be outdoors for Me-
morial Day and it hit me: This
monument popped back into my
head,” she said.

A coworker had connections
at Riverdale Cemetery, and Taibi
reached out to ask if there was
any information on how the Red
Cross got involved with WWI vet-
eran graves and the monument.
They were able to produce some
limited information that docu-
mented the former Niagara Falls
chapter made the purchase in the
early 1900s. Apparently, the Red
Cross purchased 85 gravesites,
but not all are filled.

“There are 47 headstones,
and they list the name, the date
of birth, the year they died, the
branch of service they were in,
and their military rank. And then,
of course, this big monument ex-
plaining what these graves were,”
Taibi explained.

The SAF committee embraced
the opportunity to recognize the
veterans. As a Memorial Day
project, they purchased flowers
and flags to mark the graves, and
scrubbed headstones, making
a huge improvement in appear-
ance as many burial sites ap-
peared not to have been attended

to in decades.

The Memorial Day activities
and the placement of holiday
wreaths symbolize the commit-
ment of the Red Cross Service
to the Armed Forces (SAF) pro-
gram to America’s military com-
munity. While perhaps not as
widely known as the Red Cross
blood services program or disas-
ter relief services that provide
assistance on national and re-
gional levels, the Red Cross SAF
program holds a congressional
charter to provide the direct link
of communication between the
active-duty service member and
their family at home.

However, as Taibi stated, the
Red Cross commitment to mili-
tary members and their families
extends far beyond.

“Our mission is to support our
veterans, in any way that we can.
We have a continuum of care that
begins the day theyre sworn
into active duty, throughout their
military career, as they transition
back into the civilian world, and
we stay with that veteran until the
day they die,” she said. “We have
volunteers that participate in the
No Veteran Dies Alone program
at the VA, where if there’s a vet-
eran actively dying and they have
no family, we have volunteers
who sit with that veteran until the
veteran passes — because they
don’t want that veteran to die
alone. We truly stay with the vet-
eran throughout their entire life,

TON Lions, Helpmg Hands I'o honor veterans

The Town of Niagara Lions
and Helping Hands Club will
host their annual Wreaths
Across America ceremony at
10 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 18, at
the Witmer Community Cem-
etery, located at the intersec-
tion of Witmer Road and Penn-
sylvania Avenue in the Town of
Niagara.

“The purpose of the ceremo-
ny is to remember our fallen
armed forces veterans, honor
those who serve in the mili-
tary, and teach our children
the value of freedom,” Lion An-
gelo V. Onevelo said.

The event willinclude prayers
from Bacon Memorial Pres-
byterian Church Pastor Lisa
Giacomazza, Helping Hands
President Beth Colangelo, and
TON Lions Mike Hoplight and
Onevelo. Following the speak-
ers, 12 wreaths will be placed
at the gravestones of veterans
entered in the cemetery.

“Everyone is invited to join
us in fulfilling the mission: Re-

member, Honor and Teach,”
Onevelo said.
Shown at last year’s Wreaths

Across American ceremony is
Lion John Teixeira. (Submitted
photo)
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from the moment they go off to
boot camp until literally the day

they die.”

A Wreaths Across America event is
planned for Saturday at Riverdale
Cemetery in Lewiston. (Submitted
photo)

The American Red Cross shel-
ters, feeds and provides comfort
to victims of disasters; supplies
about 40% of the nation’s blood;
teaches skills that save lives; dis-
tributes international humanitar-
ian aid; and supports veterans,
military members and their fami-
lies. The Red Cross is a nonprofit
organization that depends on
volunteers and the generosity of
the American public to deliver
its mission. For more informa-
tion, visit redcross.org or Cruz
RojaAmericana.org, or follow on
Twitter at @RedCross.
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ALL are welcome

G : g
/§? Fivst Baptist Thurch ’2‘?\

1842 -
Main at Fourth, Niagara Falls, NY 14301 » 282-4666

In person or streaming on Facebook

CHRISTMAS EVE

5:30pm — Music for Christmas Reflection
6:00pm — Service of Lessons, Candlelight & Carols

— www.Niagarafallsbaptist.org
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St. Peter R.C. Parish

St. Peter R.C. Church Site
620 Center Street
Lewiston, NY 14092

CHRISTMAS EVE:

10:00 AM

St. Bernard R.C. Church Site
218 Hinman Street
Youngstown, NY 14174

CHRISTMAS EVE:
4:30 PM
10:00 PM

CHRISTMAS DAY:
11:30 AM

ALL ARE WELCOME!

First Presbyterian Church

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service

Friday, December 24th
6:00pm il
505 Cayuga St., Lewiston =

All are welcome to attend
“This is Noel, a Christmas Eve service of music

and story”, in Lewiston’s oldest
and most historic church
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